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Ad hoc announcement pursuant to Art. 53 LR 
 
 
Orell Füssli Ltd: Orell Füssli and Swisscom enter into strategic 
partnership for digital certificates 
 
Zurich, 04.01.2022 – Orell Füssli and Swisscom agree on a strategic partnership 
to drive forward the development, management and use of legally binding digital 
certificates. These are to be used and verified in digital business processes. 
 
To a large extent, proofs and confirmations of official documents still have to be provided physically to-
day. Since the introduction of the digital Covid certificate, Swiss citizens have gained initial experience 
with a simple digital certificate on their smartphone. The future digital certificates should be integrated 
seamlessly into digital business processes and thus increase efficiency, simplify processing, and enable 
new business models.  
 
Orell Füssli and Swisscom are partnering up to offer citizens, companies and public authorities trustwor-
thy, forgery-proof and intelligent digital certificates in the future. Users will be able to retrieve these in 
real time via their smartphones and integrate them into business processes in a verifiable manner. The 
two companies also plan to link digital certificates with functionalities to enable new interactions and 
processes for citizens, companies and authorities. The first applications are to be offered within the next 
12 months. 
 
Access and use of digital certificates can enable new and more efficient user interactions. These in-
clude, for example: 
 
 Age verification when purchasing age-restricted products or passing entry checks  
 Digitally verifiable application dossiers 
 Combination with legally valid digital signatures as digital expression of will 

The solutions jointly developed by Orell Füssli and Swisscom will be based on the principles of privacy 
by design, data economy and decentralized data storage, and thus follow the Federal Council's eID di-
rectional decision of 17.12.2021, according to which users should have the greatest possible control 
over their data (SSI). 

The partnership between the two companies combines the leading expertise of Orell Füssli as a sys-
tems provider for security technologies and identification systems, and that of Swisscom as Switzer-
land's leading telecommunications and IT company. Orell Füssli will contribute its decades of expertise 
in security solutions for the state and citizens, such as banknote printing and the production of identity 
documents. In addition, through its subsidiary Procivis, Orell Füssli offers leading and pioneering tech-
nologies in the field of smartphone-based identity solutions for government services, which ensure de-
centralized data storage. Swisscom provides private customers and companies with digital services 
ranging from entertainment to comprehensive overall IT solutions for banks. In addition, Swisscom is 
one of the leading providers of trust services such as legally binding digital signatures and blockchain-
based electronic seals, which are also used across national borders in the EU. Furthermore, Swisscom 
wants to expand its activities in the area of Self Sovereign Identity (SSI) - both in network access and in 
network operations (so-called nodes). 
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Daniel Link, CEO Orell Füssli Group: "We are delighted to be working with a strong partner like 
Swisscom to drive forward the issue of digital certificates in Switzerland. Digital certificates are an im-
portant topic for the future and hold great potential for increasing efficiency and saving costs. Together 
with Swisscom, we want to develop a system that simplifies interaction between people and organiza-
tions. At the same time, users should be at the center and retain control over their information and how 
it is used." 
 
Urs Schaeppi, CEO Swisscom: "Today, we can work flexibly from home, watch our favorite show any-
where and anytime, pay simply with our smartphone - every day we experience how digital services 
simplify our lives. Digital certificates, whether for age checks, job applications or even the conclusion of 
a contract, is the next simplification step, for individuals as well as for companies and public authorities. 
We are very much looking forward to working with Orell Füssli to develop a solution that makes digital 
certificates possible and easy to use." 
 
 
Agenda 
Publication Annual Report 2021 11 March 2022 
Annual General Meeting 2022 11 May 2022  
 
Contact 
Orell Füssli Ltd 
Tel. +41 44 466 72 73, media@orellfuessli.com 
 

Orell Füssli is a pioneer in the fields of security and education. With its expertise in security solutions for governments and 
citizens and as a leading Swiss book retailer, Orell Füssli supports its customers with a unique and customer-specific offering.  
 
As a leading systems supplier for security technologies and identification systems and a long-standing partner of government, 
Orell Füssli sets technological standards. In the fields of security printing and serialisation, Orell Füssli provides innovative 
printing processes, systems and services for the production and successful protection of banknotes, securities and identity 
documents. 
 
With its attractive large-format and specialist bookstores, Orell Füssli offers a wide-ranging book-related shopping experience. 
In book retailing, Orell Füssli has a 50% interest in Orell Füssli Thalia AG, which provides an extensive offering through 36 
branches in German-speaking Switzerland and diverse e-commerce services. Orell Füssli provides logistical and service facil-
ities for libraries and companies.  
 
Orell Füssli was founded more than 500 years ago and generates revenues of some CHF 220 million with around 600 em-
ployees at locations in five countries. Orell Füssli shares are listed on the SIX Swiss Exchange. 
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